Native American Student Stories
The District Governing Board of Coconino Community College has called an election to be held on May 17,
2022 to request voter authorization to reset the primary property tax rate for the College.
Flagstaff High School senior Nevaeh Nez, Hopi and Navajo, received
two certifications from Coconino Community College before she
received her high school diploma. She earned certificates in PreHealth Careers and Nursing Assistant a month before she received
her high school diploma through the CAVIAT program.
“I want to show the people from Flagstaff and the reservation
that you can always leave home. You can always take your
culture with you, wherever you go. And you can always come
back.” - Nevaeh Nez
Flagstaff resident Lisa Black is a single mother of two
children, ages 17 and 11. When she heard about a new
program training people to get commercial driver’s
licenses, she was interested. Four weeks later, she’s passed
all her tests, and she’s putting in applications to be a
commercial truck driver.
“It was perfect timing. I was trying to figure out how to
do this program if I had to go down to Phoenix, with
training up here now, I could stay at home.” - Lisa Black

What is Prop 438?
Prop 438 is an initiative by Coconino Community College to reset the College's primary property tax rate to
0.7419 per $100 of limited property value. The College is pursuing a primary property tax reset in order to
offer the same opportunities as other community college districts in Arizona.

How Much Will My Property Taxes Increase?
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Student Stories
Former Coconino Community College student Jewel Honga has
dedicated herself to helping her people. As a member of the
Hualapai Tribe, Honga understands how important it is to
represent her people and help young people go to school. At
CCC, Honga enjoyed the small class sizes and the individualized
attention she received from her instructors. During her final
semester at CCC, she helped fellow students start the
Indigenous Student Association.
“There’s the whole world of opportunities out there, and you
just have to go out, and it will find you." - Jewel Honga

Pearl Moore is the first generation of her family to go to
college. She worked in a small clinic in Page doing medical
billing, and she was at the top of where she could go – unless
she had a degree. Moore moved to Flagstaff for more
opportunity, and she hit the same ceiling. She needed a
degree to continue moving up. Her future goal is to work for
Indian Health Care in medical billing.
“For me to go to school and struggle through hardship, it
gives my children a chance to see what I am fighting for. I
am always fighting for a better life, and to me, that is
through my tradition and education." - Pearl Moore

Coconino Community College student Nelda Achee is a mother of three
children, grandmother of seven, and served in the U.S. Coast Guard for 21
years, retiring as a Chief Petty Officer. After retiring from the Coast Guard,
she was unable to find work in her home community. So, Achee decided
to use her access to the G.I. Bill to go back to school and study business.
While attending CCC, Achee received the Veterans Scholarship through
the CCC Foundation.
“It means a lot to me. Not a lot of veterans are recognized. They just
float through our lives and we don’t really notice them.” - Nelda
Achee
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