
Department Chair Meeting 
Date: 10/12/10 
Time: 2:30-3:30 
 
Ingrid gave the signup sheet for who is recording minutes to Barbara Eickmeyer. Paul 
Holbrook took minutes and the person, who signed up for today’s meeting will exchange 
minute taking days. 
 
Ingrid updated the group on the General Education committee. The group has been 
formed. The first task is to develop a charter to address the specific needs of Gen Ed 
assessment. The impetus for this committee originated from the faculty membership. 
 
Ingrid review information on our virtual library usage. The numbers appear to indicate 
that CCC’s students are making good use of the available library resources at NAU. 
Laptop checkouts for CCC in September totaled 108 and with NAU’s student population 
checking out MACs 27% of the time CCC is addressing this need. Highlights of the 
usage statistics were that 2010 circulations based on available information increased from 
2009 to 193 units. Total searches and sessions were 386 and 90 respectively. There was 
no data for comparison for both searches and room use. In September 2010, the total 
searches for EBSCO databases were 14338. Actual full text articles retrieved totaled 936, 
with 1489 abstracts reviewed. Friday during EDD Estee is providing an open house for 
people. The time is 4-5 PM. We were reminded that 80% of the library job is now virtual.  
 
Dr. Steve Chambers and James Riley presented the Research Brief #7 that was circulated 
by Dr. Bornstein. The brief highlighted from a student perspective those areas as left and 
right brain activities that increased over three years. The baseline for activities came from 
a survey that was consistent over time and measured responses as denoted by the 
numbers 5-4-3-2-1, where 5 is ‘High Gain’ and 1 is ‘No Gain’ and all the rest are 
unqualified (though implied to be gradations between 5 and 1). In reviewing the data 
subjective analysis offered that over the last three years that faculty may have focused 
more on using small team instructional activities, assessment that centered on those skills 
such as writing and communicating in the classroom. In English classes, while the 
assessment focused on critical thinking the final products were writing and 
communication artifacts. Further discussion suggested that we might be better served as a 
faculty and chair group if we discussed these results during some dedicated meeting time. 
There was concern about department chairs forming another committee. It was suggested 
that we might reserve a meeting or more during the time that we would normally meet for 
a DC meeting. It was suggested that both the VP and Deans could encourage faculty 
participation in this type of activity. Kitty concluded that was a good idea. It was noted 
that while the left-brain activities experienced a larger increase in personal gain that right 
brain activities have always been high. The question was asked if there was a proxy for 
comparison to see how our students reflect on the education at CCC. It was suggested 
that Scott Talbom could use this information as a marketing tool. 
 
Ingrid discussed the need for having a working associate faculty evaluation system. We 
discussed the need to have a common metric for evaluation. A unanimous vote 



determined that associate faculty evaluations to include dual enrollment instructors would 
use the current one-page faculty classroom observation form. The department could 
choose to supplement the form with the old four-page form for classroom observation. 
There was a discussion about housing the evaluations in HR instead of department chairs 
offices. This has yet to be fully determined. Department chairs would still determine 
based on current guideline, which faculty member was to be evaluated. There was a 
suggestion that the guidelines be reviewed for currency, particularly for frequency. 
Tracking evaluations may be something that could be added to the faculty credential 
spreadsheet. It was suggested that the mentoring program might be an option for 
conducting the faculty evaluation.  


